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dreadful thunderstorm with impetuous rain, which drove
us home sooner. The Botanic Garden has an immense
collection, but is greatly huddled. This afternoon at
four he took me to the meeting of the Academy of
Science, where I saw the most distinguished scientific
men in Berlin, such as Dove; the two Eoses (one of
them, the chemist, like Grattan but with a bigger head);
Mitscherlich; a, big-bellied old man; Du Bois Eeymond, a
fiery-looking, rising physiologist; Poggendorff; Encke,
who gave a name to a comet. I did not understand the
papers read, and had time to look at the men and at a
bust of Leibnitz, the founder of the Academy, and who
has the fullest head I ever saw. Professor Braun took
me home with him for an hour, and showed me books
and papers of his own and others, and I am satisfied
that he anticipated me many years in his discoveries as
to the spirals of cones.

I think I told you that Sydow proposed of his own
accord to introduce me to Baron von Humboldt, the man

Rof greatest scientific reputation now living. I thought
it best to give Sydow a copy of "Typical Forms" to
present to him. And here I may as well mention that
on the forenoon of Sabbath last I went to the Neue
Kirche to hear Sydow. His audience could not be more
than two hundred and fifty and of them two thirds were
females. He is a very able man, but his preaching was
not the simple gospel as we understand it, and hence, I
suspect, the thinness of his audience. After the public
service there was a baptism in the vestry at which I was
present A good many ceremonies are added. Five men
and one woman put their hands on the feet of the child,
and toak an obligation. There was more than one cross-
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